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The juice, which is procured by making an
incision in the green head or seed capsule of
the flower, flows out in the form of a milky
liquid; soon it hardens and turns black. It
is then scraped off: and dried thoroughly, and
next goes through a kneading process and is
molded into cakes or balls for the market.
The agreeable effects produced on the sys-
tem by opium have tempted many persons
to form the opium habit. Evil effects as
serious as those of excessive alcoholic drink-
ing follow over-indulgence in opium. The
habitual use of opium is most common in
China and the Malay Archipelago, though
it has decreased considerably in recent years
owing to the influence of missionaries and
to an agreement between China and Great
Britain, whereby the latter country has prom-
ised to curb the production and exportation
of opium from India, the chief source of
China's supply. The western market is sup-
plied with opium from Asia Minor.
Opium War, a war between China and
Great Britain which began in 1840 as a re-
sult of China's attempts to stop the impor-
tation of opium from India. In 1729 an edict
had been passed forbidding the importation
of opium into China from India. Notwith-
standing all precautions, it continued to be
smuggled in, and in 1839 the Chinese govern-
ment took stringent measures. A shipload
of opium bound for China and valued at ten
million dollars was destroyed in Canton har-
bor. Serious complications followed. It was
shown that the sudden stoppage of opium
traffic would result in widespread famine in
India, where in many places it had been the
chief crop. In the end China was forced to
pay a large indemnity, but great Britain
agreed to stop the Indian production grad-
ually. In 1906 the use of opium was prohib-
ited in the schools and in the army, and peo-
ple were forbidden to grow it. In 1916 fur-
ther steps were taken by the government to
banish the evil.
OPOR'TO, pokttjgal, the second city in
size in the kingdom (ranking next to Lis-
bon), and capital of the district of its own
name, is situated on a steep declivity on the
right bank of the Eiver Douro, three miles
from its mouth and about 175 miles north-
northeast of Lisbon. The river is crossed by
two bridges of recent construction, one of
which is the largest and most beautiful
bridge of its kind in Europe. Among the
chief buildings of the eity are the "Tower of
 the Clergy," a granite structure 246 feet
high; the Gothic cathedral, the episcopal pal-
ace, the exchange, the crystal palace, the mint
and the opera house. There are also mu-
seums, a large library, a medical college,
schools of commerce and navigation and other
schools of high rank, together with hospitals,
art galleries and fine gardens. Oporto is the
chief industrial city of Portugal. The prin-
cipal trade is in wine, chiefly port wine, which
is named from the town. There are manu-
factures of hats, silks, cotton, woolen and
linen stuffs, paper, wax, tobacco, soap and
other articles.
Oporto was an important town during the
Middle Ages. In 1808 it was captured by the
French, and in the following year Welling-
ton drove the French out of it, after the re-
markable passage of the Douro. Early in
1919 it was seized by revolutionary forces
seeking to restore the monarchy, and was
made their stronghold. In February the
royalists were suppressed and Oporto re-
stored to republican control (see portugal) .
Population, 1920, 203,981.
OPOS'SUM, a mammal found in America
as far north as Hudson Bay. It is nocturnal
in its habits and lives mostly in trees, swing-
ing from branch to branch, with the aid of its
tail and feeding on small reptiles, birds' eggs
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and young and almost anything else which
comes its way. There are about twenty spe-
cies; some are as small as a rat, and others
are the size of a large cat. The largest, the
common opossum, is the only animal in
America which has a pouch for carrying the
young. It is whitish-gray in color, and the
hair is soft and wool-like. It is common in
the southern part of the United States, where
it is regarded by negroes as a choice meat
for the table. When captured or threatened
with danger, the opossum feigns death, and

